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WISE COUNSELS. 
(Prov. ii, iii, i v.) 
My son, if thou wilt receive my words, And hide my commandments with thee; 
So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, 
And apply thine heart to understanding; 
Yea, if thou cdest after knowledge, 
And liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
If thou ~e()kest het· as silver, 
And seal'chest for her as fot' hid treasUJ'es; 
Then shalt thou understaml the fe~lr of the 
LORD, 
And find the knowledge of God. 
For the LORD giveth wistlorn : 
Out of his month cometh knowledge and 
understand i ng. 
He layeth up sound wisdom for the right-
eous: 
He is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
He keepeth the paths of judgment, 
And preserveth the way of his ,mints. 
Then shalt thou understand righteousness, 
and judgment, 
And equity, yea, every good path. 
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When wisdom entereth into thine heart, 
And knowledge is plea;:ant unto thy soul; 
Discretion shall preserve thee, 
Understanding shall keep thee: 
'1'0 deliver thee from the way of the evil 
man, 
From the man that speaketh fl'Oward things; 
"Vho ll.'ave the paths of uprightness, 
To walk in the way" of darkness; 
"Vito rejoice to do evil, 
And delight in the frowardness of the 
wicked; 
"Vhose ways are crooked, 
And they howard ill their paths: 
To deliver thee from the strange woman, 
Even from the stranger which fiattereth 
with her words; 
Which forsaketh the guide of hel' youth, 
And forgetteth the covenant of hel' God. 
For her house inclineth unto death, 
And her paths unto the dead. 
N one that go Ullto her return again, 
N either take t hey hold of the paths of life, 
That thou may est walk in the way of good 
men, 
And keep the paths of the righteous. 
For the upright shall dwell in the land, 
And the perfect shall remain in it. 
No, 226. 
WISE COUNSELS. 3 
But the wicked shall be cut off from the 
earth, 
And the transgres80rs shall be rooted out 
of it. 
My son, forget not my law; 
But let thine heart keep my command-
ment~ : 
For length of oay~, and long life, 
AEd peace, shall they add to thee. 
I,et not mercy and truth forsake thee: 
Bind them abflut thy neek ; 
\Y rite them upon the table of thine heart: 
So .. halt thOll find favor and good under-
stand ing 
In t he sight of God and man. 
Tru~t in '-the LORD with all thine heart; 
Allillean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
And he ~hall direct thy paths. 
Be !lot wise in thine ol\'n eyes: 
Fear the I,ORD, and dqmrt from evil. 
It t;hall be lwalth to thy navel, 
And marrow to thy bones. 
Honol' the I,OltD ,,:ith thy substance, 
And with the first-fruits of all thine increase: 
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
And thy presses shall burst out with new 
wine. 
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My son, despise not the chastening of the 
LORD; 
N either be weary of his correction: 
For whom the LORD lovetl! he correcteth; 
Even as a fa~her the son in whom he de-
lighteth. 
Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 
And the man that getteth understanding. 
For the merchandise of it is better than the 
merchandise of siiver, 
And the gain thereof than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies: 
And all the things thou canst desire are not 
to be compared unto her. 
IJength of days is in her right hand; 
And in her left hand riches and hOllor. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
Alld all her paths are pea('e. 
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold 
upon hel': 
And happy is everyone that retaineth her, 
The LORD by wisdom hath founded the l'arth; 
By understanding hath he established the 
heayewI, 
By his knowledge the depths are broken up, 
.r\ nd the clonds drop down the dew, 
My SOil, let not them depart fl'om thine eyes: 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion: 
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So shall they be life unto thy soul, 
And grace to thy neck. 
Then shalt thou walk in thy ,vay safely, 
And thy foot shall not stumble. 
5 
"'~hen thou liest clown, thou shalt not be 
afraid: 
Yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep 
shall be sweet. 
Be not afraid of sudden fear, 
N either of the desolation of the wicked, 
when it cometh. 
For the LORD shall be thy confidence, 
And shall keep thy foot from being taken. 
'Yithhold not good from them to whom it 
is dne, 
'Yhcn it is in the power of thine hand to 
do it. 
Say not unto thy neighbor, "Go, and come 
again, 
"And to-morrow I will give;" 
'Vhell thou hast it hy thee. 
Deyise not evil against thy neighbor, 
Seeing he dwelleth "ecurely hy thee. 
Strive not with a m:ln without l'anse, 
If he have done thee no h:lrm. 
Envy thou not the oppressor, 
And choose none of his wavs. 
For the ti'ow:lrd is abomination to the LORD: 
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But his secret is with the righteous. 
The curse of the LORD is in the house of 
the wicked: 
But he blesseth the habitation of the just. 
Surely he scorneth the scomers: 
But he giveth grace unto the lowly. 
The wise shall inherit glory: 
But shame shall be the promotion of fools. 
Hear, ye children, the instruction of a fa-
ther, 
And attend to know 1l1lclel'Rtanding. 
For I give you good doctrine, 
Forsake yo not my law. 
For I was my father's son, 
Tender and only beloved in the sight of 
my mother. 
'tIe tanght me also, and said unto me, 
" Let thine heart retain my words: 
" Keep my comlIlandmcnt~, an(1 Ii \'e." 
Get wisdom, get understal1(ling. 
Forget it not; neither deeIinc from ,the 
words of my month. 
Forsake her 1I0t, and she shall preserve thee: 
Love her, and "he shall keep thee. 
'Visdom is the prineipal thing; therefore 
get wisdom: 
And with all thy getting get understanding. 
Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: 
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She shalf bring thee to honor, when thou 
clost embrace her. 
She shall give to thine head an ornament 01 
grace: 
A crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 
Heal', 0 my son, and receive my sayillgs: 
And the years of thy life sh:lll be many. 
I ha\"e taught thee in the way of wisdom; 
I have led thee in right paths. 
'When thou goest, thy steps shall not bo 
straitened; 
And when thou runnest, thou shalt not 
stumble. 
Take fast hold of instruction; let her not 
go: 
Keep her; for she is thy life. 
Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
And go not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass Hot by it, 
Turn from it, and pass away. 
For they sleep not, except they have done 
mischief; 
And their sleep is taken away, unless they 
cause some to fall. 
Fo\' they eat the bread of wickedness, 
And dt·ink the wine of violence. 
But the path of the just is as the shining 
light, 
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That shineth more and more unto the per~ 
feet day. 
The way of the wicked is as darknpss: 
They know not at what they stumlJle. 
My son, attend to my words; 
Incline thine ear unt'o my ~:Iyings. 
Let th('fil not depart from thine eyes; 
Keep thelll in the midst of thiue heart. 
For they nre life unto those that find them, 
And health to all their fle~h. 
Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
For ont of it are the issue" of life. 
Put. away from thee a froward mouth, 
Ana perverse lips put far from thee. 
L~t thine eyes look right on, 
And let thine eyelids lo()k straight before 
thee. 
Pondel' the path of thy feet, 
And let all thy ways be estaulished. 
Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: 
Remove thy foot from evil. 
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